THE EVIDENCES OP THEISM

evidences of a Creator are not only of several
-*- distinct kinds but of such diverse characters,
that they are adapted to minds of very different de-
scriptions, and it is hardly possible for any mind to
be equally impressed by them all. The familiar
classification of them into proofs a priori and a pos-
teriori, marks that when looked at in a purely scien-
tific view they belong to different schools of thought.
Accordingly though the unthoughtful believer whose
creed really rests on authority gives an equal wel-
come to all plausible arguments in support of the
belief in which he has been brought up, philosophers
who have had to make a choice between the a priori
and the a posteriori methods in general science seldom
fail, while insisting on one of these modes of support
for religion, to speak with more or less of disparage-
ment of the other. It is our duty in the present
inquiry to maintain complete impartiality and to